Christmas Message to-Nursey

What would we do- without Chwistimas?

For all the grumbles about commercialisation and forced merriment, the seasov of
Christmas brings to- most of ouwr minds fond memories of being withv loved ones;
shawing giftsy and relaxing.

For some people though, the contrast between how Chwistmas “shoudd” be and how &
ones unable to-be together canv all find Christmas av painful time:.

And yet it was to-bind up the wounds of huuting humanity that God entered hauwnawy
history by the bivthv of Jesus inv Bethlehem two- millenwniow ago-

Jesusy Chwrist’s life onv eawtiv was v constoant ministry of healing. In some cases, the
Gospely record episodes of physical healing; elsewhere spivitual healing is dispensed
through forgiveness and compassion. And that healing ministry has beesw continuied
by the Chuwrchvthat Chwist founded down thwough the ages.

Following the First Council of Nicaeaw inv A.D. 325, the constructiow of o hospital inv
every Cathedral town was begun, and, ever since; the Chuuwrch has worked closely v
the field of healthcawre by founding and supporting clinics and hospices, hospitals
and healtivcentres whevever she ministers.

And so; it iy very natural and appropriate that at this time of yeow - inv v sense the
feast of God healing hwmanity - I shouwld send these words of greeting and gratitude
to- all who-wovk in the nuwrsing professiov.

Every time I visit o hospital I amv struck by the combination of professionalism
commitment and compassion that iy evidenced in the work of nurses and nursing
assistonts.

I esteenv yow and, thank yow for your cawe; which I have experienced myself o more
thawnw one occasion, and at this Chwistmas season, I express invv my own naune and that
of the Catholic conmwmunity of Scotland, owr best wishes and support for nmurses across
the land.

May the great Chwistmas blessing of peace be withy yow ands your loved ones and alls
yow care for this holy season.

Yours devotedly
+Philip Tawtagliov

Archbishop of Glasgow
President of the Bishops Conference of Scotland



